Neither must it be assumed that the honor system is altogether a new system of treatment of the prisoner. While the Oregon State Penitentiary has had a bad reputation for severity in punishment, and in early days the practice was the reverse of the honor system, still for the past ten years there has been a growth to our present position. If this system is now thriving well, it must be remembered that the planting was in the past, and it is now, under the fostering care of our enthusiastic Governor West, coming to bloom.
Does it pay to waste our honor and sympathies on prisoners? Do they escape and break paroles? Yes, they do, but our proportion of escapes, notwithstanding the big percentage that are free to take to the tall timber whenever they may desire, is just about the same as it was in other years in this institution when men were guarded by cold steel, and is about the same as .you will find it in other institutions to-day where fewer men are trusted outside of the walls. But the profit of the system is to be noted. 
